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Parents and Community 
Ridgemont HS is located in the highly regarded community of Alta Vista, close to major transportation routes.  The area has a 
wide variety of housing and cultural diversity.  The nearby commercial areas offer many possibilities for part-time employment 
and co-op education placements.  A community centre, public library, and ice rink are also close by. 
Ridgemont School Council consists of an active group of parents, community members, business partners, and staff.  They 
have helped developed Ridgemont's mission statement and Graduate Exit Outcomes.  They have also reviewed the school 
code of conduct and the principal's profile. 
The Ridgemont School Council meets on the second Tuesday of the month from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., in the library.  Participating 
parents recognize the positive impact of their involvement on their children's education.  At School Council meetings, parents 
are able to address issues of concern and advise the principal regarding a wide range of topics. New members are always 

elcome. w 
 

 
Graduate Exit Outcomes 
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Creative and Critical Thinking 

• demonstrates initiative and the ability to 
inquire, analyze information, and evaluate 
situations to make informed, responsible 
decisions   

• appreciate creative thought and use 
innovative approaches to problem solving
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Personal Awareness and Career Direction 

• make confident and informed choices 
that contribute to self- esteem, personal 
excellence (physical, mental, emotional, 
social, artistic, and spiritual) and health 
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foster positive and productive career 
decision making 
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Classroom Organization 
• Ridgemont HS is a semestered, grade 9 to 12 community school.  

Courses are offered at the academic/university, applied/college, 
and open/mixed levels. 

• There are four periods a day, on a two-day cycle, with Day 1 
occurring on odd-numbered days and Day 2 on even-numbered 
days. Periods tumble in the morning and in the afternoon. Each 
period is 75 minutes long and lunch is 50 minutes in length. 

Ridgemont High School 3 
 

 

Academic Programs 
• Full Selection of Courses for University, College, and Workplace 

bound students 
• Arts Program (visual arts, music, drama, dance) 
• Technologies (Communication, Design, Transportation, 

Construction) 
• Outdoor Education 
• Student Success Program 
• Advance Placement Program (university) 
• Gifted Program  
• French Immersion and Extended French Programs 
• ESL Program, with sheltered courses offered in Science, 

Geography, History  

• An excellent Co-operative Education Program 
• A wide variety of International Languages 
• Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program 
• House Building Course 
• Pathways to the Future Program 

Special Education and 
ESL Programs 
• All levels of ESL are offered with 

supportive sheltered courses in 
some core subjects in Grade 9 
and 10. 

• Gifted Programming is offered in 
Mathematics, Science, English, 
French and Social Sciences.  

• The Special Education 
Department provides support for 
students with a variety of special 
needs.  This support includes 
remedial work and materials, and 
an alternate setting for students to 
work on assignments and tests. 

• The Education for Community 
Living Program develops the 
educational skills of 20  

• students while providing a range 
of work experiences. 

 

Facilities and 
Resources 
• Ridgemont HS has a fully 

serviced, comprehensive high 
school plant, well suited to deliver 
the range of programs offered at 
the school. 

• A library/resource centre contains 
over 20,000 volumes including 
French, German, and Spanish 
titles, and has computers with a 
range of programs and Internet 
access 

• A full auditorium with seating for 
730 

• Two gymnasiums, one with 
bleachers, a football field, outdoor 
tennis and basketball courts, a 
regulation field and track for 
athletics, a weight room.  

• Well-equipped science labs for 
Chemistry, Biology and Physics 

• Technical shops (Transportation 
Tech, Technological Design, 
Communications Tech and Family 
Studies lab) 

• Four classroom computer labs 
which are continually updated 

 

 

Safe Schools Initiatives 
• Code of Behaviour developed by staff, students and parents. 
• Student Peer Mediation program. 
• Character Education program. 
• Early Intervention Program. 
• Multicultural Liaison Officer. 
• Community Outreach Worker 
• Board psychologist and social worker. 
• Comprehensive Crisis Plan. 
• Partnership with Rideauwood Family Counselling. 
• Strong partnerships with community organizations. 
 Active in Safe Schools and School Directions Committees. 

Clubs and Activities 
• Multicultural Club, Equity Club 
• Trinity Theatre Leadership Training 

for Life 
• Ridgemont HS Ambassadors 
• Interscholastic and Intramural sports, 

including basketball, volleyball, 
soccer, track & field, ice hockey, 
tennis, and golf 

• Clubs including Robotics, Skiing, 
Drama, Outdoor Education, 
Leadership, Debate, Yearbook, 
Reach, GSSA, Singing,Chess & 
Improv 

• 

   

• Student Council activities 
include dances and fund 
raising for the United Way 

• ECL fundraise for Snowsuit 
Fund and Easter Seals  

• Stage and Jazz band 
• Breakfast program 
• Homework club 
• Exposé – Smoking 

Cessation program and 
Healthy Lifestyles 

• Live It Up - Healthy Active 
Participation 

 
 
 



 

Measures of Student Achievement and Success 

• In recent years, numerous graduates have been Ontario 
Scholars and won scholarships.  In 2005-06, Ridgemont HS 
students were awarded over $132,000 in scholarships. 

• In 2004-05, four students received Advanced Placement in 
their first year university courses. 

• In 2003-04, Ridgemont HS students were awarded over 
$200,000 in scholarships. 

• A Ridgemont HS graduate finished in the top three with the 
highest academic average in the OCDSB.  This same 
student was awarded a Queen’s Chancellors Scholarship 

• EQAO Literacy results have risen by 22% from 2001 - 2002.

• EQAO Grade 9 Mathematics results have risen over 20% 
from 2001-2002. 

• In 2002, a Ridgemont High School student placed first in the 
annual Spanish Public Speaking Contest. 

• Ridgemont HS students placed 6th (Grade 10 medal 
winner) and 8th (grade 11 medal winner) in the Waterloo 
Math Competition. 70,000 students across Canada 
participated in this competition. 

• The majority of our graduates go on to attend university.  
Other graduates are in college and other post-secondary 
programs.  A small number of students directly enter the 
workforce. 

• The Ridgemont HS Junior team won the 2001- 2002 
OCDSB Reach For The Top Championship. 

• Ridgemont HS recently had back-to-back winners of the 
Spirit of the Capital Youth Awards. 

• In 2002 a Ridgemont Math teacher won the Ontario 
Mathematics Educators Award for teaching excellence. 

• A Ridgemont HS student placed second in the nation-wide 
Young Canadian Historian writing contest. 

• A Ridgemont HS student was the first place winner of an 
entrance scholarship in the Animation Scholarship Award 
Competition 2000, a nation-wide competition. 

• A 2002 Ridgemont HS student placed second in the 
Ottawa-Carleton Region French Public Speaking Contest. 

• A Ridgemont HS Grade 11 student placed in the top 5 for 
Eastern Ontario in the Fermat Math Contest.  The team 
score placed second. 

• Ridgemont HS senior boys’ soccer team won the city silver 
medal in 04-05 and the senior boys badminton team made it 
to OFSAA in 04-05. 

School Improvement Plans and Initiatives 

• Fully implemented Student Success Program. 

• Focus on Character Education. 

• Continue total school, cross-curricular efforts which have 
significantly raised EQAO literacy results.  

• Continue Ridgemont Reads for all staff and students. 

• Continue to build on the school’s academic success through 
program expansion including the continuation of French 
immersion, and of Advance Placement and E-Learning. 

• Build on efforts that have established Ridgemont HS as a 
community hub through partnerships with community 
associations, social service agencies, area businesses, and 
cultural centres. 

• Foster and celebrate the concept of “giving back to the 
community” through initiatives such as community 
involvement and charitable fundraisers. 

• Introduce Reading Buddy program with neighbouring 
elementary school. 

• Support and promote homework club and use of volunteer 
tutors.  

• Build on instruction program of generic skills required for 
District-wide and provincial tests. 

• Continue to build on academic and skill-based linkages 
programs with feeder schools and work to create accurate 
academic/personal profiles for future students.  

• Expand role of school volunteers supporting student 
achievement in partnership with OCRI. 
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